Agenda Item 4

National Funding Formula for Schools - Update for 2024/25 (Schools’ Forum)

Summary

The purpose of this report is to provide the Schools’ Forum with an update relating to the
National Funding Formula (NFF) for mainstream schools following an announcement by
the Department for Education (DfE) regarding an error made by DfE officials during the
initial calculations of the NFF for 2024/25.

Background

The DfE published the Schools Revenue Funding 2024/25 Operational Guidance and the
provisional Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG) allocations for 2024/25 in July 2023. In
September, DfE officials identified an error during the initial calculations of the NFF for
2024/25. Specifically, there was an error in forecast pupil numbers, which means the
overall cost of Core Schools Budget would be 0.62% greater than funding available. The
letter from the DfE regarding this announcement is attached in Appendix B of this report.

School Funding Announcements

The DfE contacted all Local Authorities (LAs) on 6 October 2023 advising of the error and
stated this would be corrected by issuing new NFF values at a lower rate. No other
changes have been made to the structure of the NFF, or the rules governing the local
formulae. The total amount of funding in the core schools budgets (which includes funding
through the schools NFF, high needs NFF and Central Schools Services Block) will remain at
£59.6bn (as reported at Schools’ Forum on 5 October 2023).

The total core schools budget of £59.6bn in 2024/25, will continue to include the
additional funding for Teachers’ Pay Additional grant (TPAG) to fund the teachers’ pay
award, providing an additional £482.5m in 2023/24 and £827.5m in 2024/25 (separate to
the NFF).

Funding through the mainstream schools NFF is increasing by 1.9% per pupil in 2024/25

compared to 2023/24, this is a reduction of 0.8% per pupil compared to the initial NFF
publication of 2.7% per pupil in July 2023.

£Bn 2022/23 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25

Spending Review 2019 49.80 52.20 52.20 52.20
Spending Review Settlement for 2022/23 1.60 3.10 4.60
49.80 53.80 55.30 56.80

Autumn Statement 2022 (pay and utilities) 2.00 2.00
TPAG - teachers' pay announcement 0.48 0.83
57.78 59.63

The high needs NFF, Early Years NFF and Central Schools Services Block NFF are unaffected
by this update.
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Revised provisional allocations for 2024/25 are detailed in the table below:

Block Lincolnshire (Em)
Schools block 577.9631
Central School Services block 4.718

High Needs block 130.665
Total 713.346
Early Years block TBC

This revised provisional allocation for 2024/25 has reduced by £5.218m compared to the
previously reported schools block allocation (£583.181m).

Schools block

The methodology for the calculation of the Schools block remains unchanged in that
schools’ notional allocations are aggregated under the NFF as separate per pupil amounts
for the primary and secondary sector. The unit values for Lincolnshire for 2024/25 have
been updated as per the table below. The primary and secondary ranked positions for
Lincolnshire continue to remain fairly static from a national context for 2024/25. The
secondary unit of funding remains below the England national average, as a result of the
indices being used:

Lincolnshire's Unit England National
2023/24 of Funding Average Difference Rank
Primary £4,933 £5,014 -£81 103
Secondary £6,216 £6,542 -£326 54
2024/25
Primary £5,278 £5,281 -£3 104
Secondary £6,552 £6,879 -£327 56
Difference
Primary £345 £267 £78 1
Secondary £336 £337 -£1 2

For 2024/25, the School block primary unit of funding has reduced by £49, and the
secondary unit of funding has reduced by £59.

The updated Schools Revenue Funding 2024/25 Operational Guide is available on the
below link:

Schools operational guide: 2024 to 2025 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Updates to the Schools block following the announcements by the DfE on 6 October 2023
are detailed below:

e Free School Meals factor will continue to increase by 1.6%, in line with GDP
deflator forecast for 2024/25

1 Excludes Schools Growth funding. Includes £18.813m from the Mainstream Schools Supplementary Grant for
2022/23.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pre-16-schools-funding-local-authority-guidance-for-2024-to-2025/schools-operational-guide-2024-to-2025

e All other formula factors in the NFF will increase by 1.4% (a reduction of 1.0%)
Appendix A provides a funding comparison of the NFF factors from 2023/24 to 2024/25.

In light of the LA plans to continue adopting the NFF in 2024/25; the support received
from the sector for this decision from previous consultations (since 2018/19); the minor
DfE refinements to the NFF for next year including incorporating mainstream grant
additional funding into the NFF; formula factor monetary value increases by defined
percentages, and the time practicalities on consulting with schools on the impact of
affordability changes and prior feedback from schools on solutions, the LA continues to
conclude at this point in time that a schools consultation will not be required for
mainstream schools funding in 2024/25.

Conclusions

Although funding levels continue to increase from prior year, the reduction in this increase
following the updated position will put additional pressures on schools to manage their
budgets. The LA will continue to monitor the position for the county’s schools.

Next Steps

The LA has received a revised draft version of the APT that includes October 2022 census
data and revised formula factor values to enable officers to undertake additional financial
modelling of school budgets to fully understand the impact of the funding announcements
detailed in this paper.

At it’s October meeting Schools’ Forum agreed with the LAs proposal that a consultation
with schools was not required for mainstream schools funding in 2024/25, as the LA plans
are to continue adopting the NFF.

A final version of the APT will be released in December 2023. This tool will include October
2023 census information and will be used to calculate school budget shares for 2024/25.
The Schools’ Forum will be updated on the affordability position of the NFF in the January
2024 meeting. The APT will be submitted to the ESFA by 22 January 2024 for compliance
purposes.

School budget shares must be published by 29 February 2024.

Consultation
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a) Risks and Impact Analysis

The affordability of the Schools block in adopting the NFF for 2024/25 will be considered
through the financial modelling and completion of the December APT that contains the
latest schools census information. The LA would favour adopting the same approach and
principles, if affordability issues arose for the NFF in 2024/25.

Appendices

These are listed below and attached at the back of the report

Appendix A NFF for Schools - Update for 2024/25

Appendix B Letter from Secretary of Education

Background Papers

The following background papers as defined in the Local Government Act 1972 were relied
upon in the writing of this report.

Document title Where the document can be viewed
Implementing the Direct | Report Reference: (moderngov.co.uk)
National Funding

Formula — Government
consultation outcomes

School Funding | Report Reference: (moderngov.co.uk)
Arrangements 2023/24

This report was written by Elizabeth Bowes, who can be contacted on 01522 554905 or
elizabeth.bowes@lincolnshire.gov.uk

Page 4


https://lincolnshire.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s58061/7.0%20Schools%20Forum%20-%20National%20Funding%20Formula%20Government%20consultation%20outcomes%20June%202023.pdf
https://lincolnshire.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s55435/Schools%20Forum%20Report%20-%20School%20Funding%20Arrangements%202023-24.pdf
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